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Heart of Kent Country
Tour

Follow the tour through enchanting countryside.
In Spring, orchards of fruit trees are bursting
with blossom and later laden with rosy apples
and plump red cherries. Late summer, tall green
hops waft their heady scent across the fields and

charming country inns tempt you in for home-cooked food in the
heart of the Garden of England.

The Tour takes you through enchanting
villages and towns, with half-timbered
and tile-hung houses up to their eaves
in history.

You'll be enthralled by the ambience of
the moated medieval manor house
Ightham Mote and mesmerised by the
lively recreation of medieval life in
Norman Tonbridge Castle. At the
Hop Farm Country Park, learn the
fascinating story of hops and meet
those famous gentle giants, the shire
horses. For a fascinating insight into more everyday farming, visit
Nepicar Farm at Wrotham Heath.

If you're a garden lover, this tour will
delight you. Start at Great Comp

Gardens at Wrotham Heath -
seven glorious acres of trees,

shrubs, heathers and
herbaceous plants. Take a

trip through gardening
history from a Knot
Garden to a
wildlife haven at
Yalding Organic

Gardens or succumb
to the romance of
Marle Place Gardens
with its sculptures,

woodland walks and
mosaic terrace.
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Hop Farm Country Park

The Country Tours
are signed and the following directions 
will provide additional assistance:

➜ The tour starts at Wateringbury on the A26.

➜ Head in the direction of Mereworth and turn right at the
junction onto the A228 towards West Malling – take a short
detour to West Malling village from here.

➜ The Tour turns left towards Offham, down Teston Road.

➜ Travel towards Wrotham Heath on the A20, then take the left-
hand lane near The Royal Oak Pub on the A25 heading
towards St Mary’s Platt.

➜ Continue for several miles until you reach a roundabout and
then follow the signs for Ightham - just before Ightham
the tour turns on the A227 towards Shipbourne.

➜ Continue down the A227 on to the outskirts of
Tonbridge towards the town centre.1

➜ Travel along the A26 towards Maidstone and Hadlow
for several miles before turning right 
on to Seven Mile Lane (A228).

➜ Continue along the A228, towards Royal Tunbridge Wells,
with the Hop Farm Country Park on your right.

➜ Pass Colts Hill on your left, cross over two roundabouts and
then take the left hand turn, further on, signed to Matfield and
follow signs for Brenchley & Horsmonden (going straight on at
the crossroads).

➜ Travel through several miles of countryside on to the B2079
to the village of Marden.

➜ Follow signs for Staplehurst turning right at the T-junction,
then almost immediately left onto the A229.

➜ Continue along the A229, turning left at the traffic lights, then
take the B2079 signed Marden and Goudhurst.

➜ Take the right hand turn signed for Collier Street and Yalding.

➜ From Yalding the Country Tour route crosses the River
Medway to join the B2015 to the start point at Wateringbury.

1 This part of the tour may suffer from congestion and drivers are advised to
avoid this area during peak periods. (0730hrs - 0900hrs & 1630hrs -
1830hrs)

Direction
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Below are some walking, cycling and horse riding routes
that cross through the Heart of Kent Country Tour.

Tunbridge Wells Circular - 28 miles (45km) 

High Weald Landscape Trail - 89 miles (142.41 km)

The Wealdway - 82 miles (131.2km)

Eden Valley Walk - 15 miles (24km) 

Medway Valley Walk - 28 miles (44.8km)

The public rights of way network in this area is extensive. Why
not use the vast network of paths to explore the countryside
around the smaller villages and towns.

Parish Pedals Tunbridge Wells - 
4 circular routes totalling 45 miles (71km)

Trosley Country Park - This Park
covers 160 acres of the North Downs.
Cyclists are permitted to use the main
routes through the woodland. Mountain
bikers and other cyclists looking for
more adventurous routes should use 
the bridleway around the perimeter of
the park.

There are three loops to explore on horseback, which make up
the Dryhill Rides around the High Weald and Surrey Border. The
rides are up to 15 miles (24km) long.

The British Horse Society's Kent on Horseback publication
features two circular riding routes in this area. The rides are 10
miles (16km) and 16 miles (25.7) long.

For information about walking, cycling and horseriding visit

www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess

Places to visit on route
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Walking, Cycling and Horse riding

Walking routes

Cycling routes

Horse riding routes
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Heart of Kent Country Tour Map

Heart of Kent Country Tour

Attraction Telephone Web site

Great Comp Gardens 01732 886154 www.greatcomp.co.uk

The Hop Farm Country Park 01622 872068 www.thehopfarm.co.uk

Ightham Mote 01732 810378 www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Manor Park Country Park 01622 221767 www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess

Marle Place Gardens 01892 722304

Nepicar Farm 01732 883040 www.nepicarfarm.co.uk

Old Soar Manor 01732 810378 www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Sprivers 01892 890651 www.nationaltrust.org.uk

St. Leonard's Tower 01732 870872 www.english-heritage.org.uk

Tonbridge Castle 01732 770929 www.tmbc.gov.uk

Yalding Organic Gardens 01622 814650 www.hdra.org.uk

For further information about
Kent, including what to see and
do, where to stay, events
and where to eat and
drink, visit
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